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If you’re looking for an educational institution that will passionately 

equip you to do the ministry work to which God has called you,  

then IFCA Bible College is the place for you. IFCA—BC will not on-

ly provide you with a theological education that is affordable, but 

will also provide you with Spirit-filled, excellent academic instruc-

tions, combined with practical hands-on ministry opportunities.  

IFCA Bible College 

25394 Chardon Road 

Cleveland, OHIO  44143 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Go Deeper, Go Further, Reach ALL NATIONS! 

BIBLE COLLEGE 

“Our College is designed 

to be accessible wherev-

er you are. Whether you 

are in a major city, or in 

the far corners of the 

earth. We believe 

IFCA—BC can offer 

every student an educa-

tional program that will 

give him or her the train-

ing and equipping need-

ed to make them fruitful 

misters of the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ.” 

 Dr. Alan James Schrader 
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Our Mission 
Our mission is to develop and provide ministry educational pro-

grams to individuals whom God has called into His service as 

full-time, bi-vocational, or lay-servants; to seek such programs 

on the cutting edge of ministry and technology; and to deliver 

the curriculum to the students in a way that equips leaders to be 

instruments of blessing in their churches and communities.  

Why Do We Make It Relevant? 
Being a Pastor is challenging. In addition to the practical duties of pastoral care there 

is the need to develop and deliver a weekly sermon that equips God’s people for the 

work of the ministry. It is not enough to exegete the word so that the congregation 

has a proper understanding of the text. There is also the need to help make the word 

of God relevant to the people’s current context. When I was in seminary one of my 

professors referred to it as the “so what” portion, as in “so what is the relevance?” 

What I want to demonstrate in this short article is that the application portion of the 

sermon has a theological foundation in scripture, particularly the book of Deuterono-

my, where God’s people are exhorted to make the word of God relevant to their cur-

rent context. 
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Every year, the Israelites were to gather for the Feast of Tabernacles or Booths. It 

was one of three required feasts where all the males in Israel were to present 

themselves before the Lord (Deuteronomy 16:16). As the final feast of the agricul-

tural year it was a celebration of God’s provision. It was also intended to remind 

them of God’s provision during the period that they wandered in the wilderness of 

Sinai for 40 years (Leviticus 23:33-43). The entire time that they wandered the 

book of Deuteronomy tells us that God provided food and water, their clothes and 

shoes did not wear out, their feet did not swell (Deuteronomy 8:3, 4), and God 

gave them victory over their enemies, the Kings of Sihon and Og (Deuteronomy 

2:33; 3:3). God’s presence was manifested in their midst in the cloud that ap-

peared over them by day and the fire that appeared by night. As they built booths 

or tabernacles in celebration of the feast it was a reminder that while they jour-

neyed in the desert God was dwelling or tabernacling with them. 

Every seventh celebration of the Feast of Booths there was a requirement that the 

Law be read in the people’s presence (Deuteronomy 31:10, 11). The Law in 

this context was the book of Deuteronomy. As the people heard the words of 

this book of the Law they were given certain important reminders. For exam-

ple, in chapter 8 they were admonished to always remember that they did not 

gain the wealth and prosperity of the Promised Land by their own power and 

might (8:17). Nor did they earn the Land because they were more righteous or 

deserving than the previous residents. It was only by God’s grace and faithful-

ness to keep his promises that the people inherited the Land and all of its 

wealth and benefits (9:5).  

Toward the end of the book the people are issued a challenge. “I call heaven 

and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and 

death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your de-

scendants may live; that you may love the Lord your God, that you may obey 

His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the length of 

your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the Lord swore to your 

fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them (Deuteronomy 30:19-20).” 

The natural conclusion is that as the people hear this challenge every seven 

years it reminds them that some time in your past they chose life and blessing.  
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“Oh come, let us worship and bow 
down; Let us kneel before the Lord 
our Maker.” Ps. 95:6 

Academic Dean  for IFCA Bible College—David Belles 

Praying For Revival 

Remember, an aging 

church isn’t destined to 

be void of relevance; it 

simply needs to be re-

newed. It isn’t enough to 

simply bring up a new 

generation of young peo-

ple in a church; there is 

too big of a gap in gener-

ations. New life requires a 

revived heart, that is con-

necting with ALL genera-

tions. Its time to allow 

God to accelerate  

REVIVAL in our hearts. 

May IFCA experience 

HIS power and passion 

for a lost and dying world.  

 

IFCA National Convention—August 9-11, 2017—Kalahari Resort, Sandusky OHIO  - Make your reservation TODAY! 

The re-reading of the book every seven years does function as a reminder. As already mentioned, the people were reminded 

that they did not obtain the Promised Land without God’s help. However, their re-reading of this particular book was intended 

as much more than a mere remembrance of past commitments. If we take note of the challenge that is repeated in Deuter-

onomy 30:19, the calling of heaven and earth as witnesses is being issued on the day of its reading, “today.” The challenge 

to choose life and blessing or death and cursing is contemporaneous with the re-reading of the book. The people were 

asked to choose that day, not to simply remember that they had chosen sometime in the past. 

The contemporaneous nature of the re-reading of Deuteronomy is not limited to this challenge alone. Deuteronomy uses the 

word “today” more than any other book of the bible. Of the total number of times the word ‘today’ is used in most translations 

of the Old Testament more than 1/3 of those instances are found in the book of Deuteronomy. The prevalence of the word 

“today” in this book, as well as its repeated reading every seventh celebration of the Feast of Booths indicates that God’s 

intent is not for the people to be simply reminded of his past acts and their past commitments. The occasion of the re-

reading of the book of Deuteronomy is an opportunity for the people to hear the word of God anew. As the Israelites stood 

together as a united people, they were challenged to hear and respond to the word of God “today.” The commands and stat-

utes of God are committed to them “today” so that they might observe them carefully and live long in the Land (4:40; 5:1; 

8:1). The words that God commanded them “today” were to dwell in their hearts (6:6). It is “today” that God sets before them 

life and death, blessing and cursing (11:26; 30:15, 19).  

Hearing the challenge in this manner was an opportunity for the Israelite people to apply the word of God to their current 

situation. They could consider what does it look like to choose blessing when you are being threatened by a foreign super-

power? Or what does it look like to say ‘Yes’ to following all of God’s statutes when you are being led by a corrupt king?  

Why do we make it relevant? Because we are following the theological pattern found in scripture, where God invites his peo-

ple to renew their hearing of God’s word and apply it to their current situation. The application of the scripture text in the Sun-

day sermon is a theological application of the exhortation found in Deuteronomy to hear God’s word anew. A pastor who 

brings the “so what” to a sermon is participating in the same theological tradition begun by Moses and codified in the Law.  

Pursuing coursework with the IFCA Bible College is one way to enhance your ability to properly exposit the scriptural “so 

what.” Whether you are interested in just one course or a degree program, I am confident that you will find your studies with 
us to be a blessing and a benefit to you as you minister to the body of Christ.  


